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Our Nursery  
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At Little Legs Montessori we provide a high-quality EYFS 
education giving children a secure and confident start to their 
life. We are committed to nurturing a lifelong love of learning 
alongside the aims of the EYFS Statutory Framework, using this 
alongside the Montessori philosophy and methods of learning. 
We strive for high standards, consider the development of the 
whole child and seek to foster resilience and independence. We 
are inclusive and welcoming to all. We aim to provide the 
essential knowledge that children need to prepare them for their 
future success and to give children the best possible start to 
their early education.  

To do this we plan our curriculum so that it can:  

•   Broaden minds and children’s outlook on life 

•  Provide experiences of awe and wonder 

•  Reduce disadvantage 

•  Consider children’s backgrounds and experiences 

•  Develop knowledge and understanding of the community and          
wider world.  

•   Help children learn important life skills, and develop    
understanding in Maths, Literacy, Cultural, Sensorial and 
Everyday Living areas of learning as described in the 
Montessori Curriculum, and by ‘learning through doing’

Staffing and Organisation  

At Little Legs Montessori we have a large indoor classroom, 
where children from 2-4 years play and learn together. The 
classroom has a variety of free choice provision and areas for 
the children to access, including Montessori resources. The 
classroom is staffed by experienced, qualified early years 
practitioners according to the EYFS ratio requirements. 

We also have access to a dedicated outdoor area. Which we 
use daily. The outdoor area is an extension to our classroom 
and offers a variety of learning experiences, for example 
Forest School style activities, writing opportunities, small world 
play and bikes and trikes. We often go for walks in our 
beautiful surrounding area, and local community.  

Staff are organised to support the children in a balance of 
adult- led and child-initiated experiences throughout the 
sessions. Activities are planned according to the children’s 
interests, and any relevant experiences, festivals or seasons 
happening at the time.  

The experienced teams plan a variety of exciting learning 
opportunities each day as well as responding to unplanned 
themes or topics that interest the children.  
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How We Teach Children 
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In our classroom, you may see children playing alone or with their 
peers, deciding on resources and choosing how to spend their time. 
You may see a child playing and listening to an adult, who is 
modelling how to achieve something or teaching a new skill that 
interests the child.  

Adults may scaffold a children’s play. This involves taking their play 
to higher levels of learning, entering the play as a co-creator and 
helping to provoke a framework for the children to go from “what they 
know” to “what else they could know”! Scaffolding enables a child to 
solve a problem, carry out a task or achieve a goal which is just 
beyond his or her abilities. During play, where foundational social 
and emotional skills are developed, scaffolding is a bridge to new 
skill levels using three key ingredients; modelling the skill, giving 
clues and asking questions while the child is trying out a new skill, 
and then as the child approaches mastery, withdrawing the support. 

As practitioners in a Montessori preschool, we are there to guide the 
children to become independent learners. Maria Montessori said “the 
greatest success for a teacher is to be able to say, the children are 
now working as if I didn’t exist’. While children in Montessori 
classrooms have an abundance of choice in their educational 
pursuits, Montessori is based on the idea of ‘freedom within 
limits’. It’s the Montessori teacher’s job to carefully craft those 
limits. Children rely on having a certain amount of structure in 
place. This gives them comfort and a safe place in which they can 
take risks and try new things. Montessori teachers set some 
boundaries and then carefully help children navigate within 
them.Montessori teachers gives children freedom, but they assist 
children in finding their way to success in this environment. We value 
independence, self-reliance, intrinsic motivation, cooperation, 
kindness, and strength in community.  

The new statutory framework does not prescribe a particular 
teaching approach. The DfE (2021) state in the framework (p16) that 
“Play is essential for children’s development, building their 
confidence as they learn to explore, relate to others, set their own 
goals and solve problems. Children learn by leading their own play, 
and by taking part in play which is guided by adults.”  

In our Montessori setting, we decide what we want our children to 
learn in our classroom, through our provision, and the most effective 
ways to teach it. Using our knowledge of the Montessori philosophy, 
curriculum and child development.  

Each day, we stimulate children’s interests, respond to each child’s 
emerging needs and guide their development through warm, positive 
interactions coupled with secure routines for play and learning. As 
children grow older and begin to get ready for Primary School and 
the Reception Year, we use more direct teaching and modelling and 
plan specific activities for each child. These strategies help us to 
focus on teaching the essential skills and knowledge in specific 
areas of learning so that children develop the skills and confidence 
required for moving on to the next stage in their learning.  
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The Statutory EYFS Framework 
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Planning 
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Our planning focuses on the 
children’s needs, their 
interests and their stages of 
development. We seek 
opportunities to make links 
between the areas of learning 
and plan next steps 
accordingly.  

As our classes are mixed-age 
classes (from 2-4 years), we 
adapt our activities and 
planning according to the 

ages of the children and what we want them to gain from the 
experience.. This planning successfully embeds the EYFS and 
Montessori curriculum in an exciting and age- appropriate way. 

We deliver the curriculum through planned, purposeful play as 
well as adult-directed learning to enable the children to build on 
what they already know. In class the children may be taught as 
a whole group, during a circle time, in small groups or 
individuals to ensure that all children are progressing from their 
own individual starting point.  

The majority of the time children are learning independently 
with the practitioners guiding their learning, and asking, 
questions to develop their thinking and ensuring a good level of 
socialisation with other children.  

We encourage the children to guide us in shaping their 
learning experiences. The team discuss with the children about 
what they are interested in and which skills they would like to 
develop further. We use our ‘Wow Board’ to gain knowledge 
about what the children have been enjoying at home, and any 
special experiences they have had. We use a detailed ‘All 
About Me’ form to gain knowledge of the children likes and 
dislikes, and any other important developmental information 
before starting with us, so we can already start to get to know 
the child before they are settled with us. We develop children’s 
curiosity and encourage inquisitiveness and a hunger for 
learning and find ways to answer the children’s many 
questions!  

We provide a challenging, exciting and attractive learning 
environment that offers high-quality opportunities for the 
children to learn through play within the classroom and outside. 
Our continuous provision is designed to offer practical, open-
ended learning opportunities where children are enabled to 
think creatively and imaginatively, alongside specific 
Montessori resources to help gain knowledge of specific 
concepts. The children are supported to explore how resources 
can be adapted and use their skills in a variety of contexts. We 
develop problem-solving skills through open-ended tasks and 
encourage children to share their thinking with others.  
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Working With Parents  
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We value the contribution that our parents and carers make to 
their child’s learning and take every opportunity to work in 
collaboration with them. We provide an opportunity for parents 
to complete an ‘All about Me’ document as children start school 
and give parents access to their child’s learning journey 
scrapbook at all times, which is full of photos, work and 
observations of their child, they can also contribute to this with 
observations from home. We use our ‘Wow Board’ which 
parents/carers contribute too regularly, as a way of learning 
about the children’s experiences at home, and special 
moments in their lives.  

At the end of each term, we offer all parents/carers an 
opportunity to come to a parent consultation to discuss their 
child’s development, any next steps we have been working on, 
and what they have been enjoying at home. Although key 
workers and parents can request a meeting at any time. At the 
end of Summer term we send home detailed reports for those 
children moving up to Primary School. We also send out a 
termly newsletter, and often send emails to parents with 
updates and information.  

The parents have access to a Parent Book Library, where they 
can borrow books to take home and share with their child.  

Over the year, we arrange visits from members of the local 
community to support our curriculum, and the children’s 
interests, for example, a local dental nurse, storyteller, the fire 
brigade, police and other relevant community figures.  

We also arrange trips within the local community, for example 
visiting the village amenities or the church.  

We invite parents in for events, at the end of the Summer 
Term, and at Christmas, which normally include a party and a 
show the children have been working on.  

Non-fiction texts and artefacts are also used to introduce new 
concepts in real-life contexts. We aim to develop the children’s 
awareness of other cultures by exploring different countries 
and celebrations, especially those that are meaningful to them, 
which we gain understanding of upon registration.  
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Assessment  
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At Little Legs Montessori, the practitioners we use a range of 
strategies to gather information about the children’s learning 
and development. We use observation as our main form of 
assessment, and ‘wow’ moments are recorded in a learning 
journal scrapbook. Parents are able to access these when they 
would like too, and add any home observations to them, this 
helps to inform our planning and assessments of children. 
These are kept securely locked at the premises, unless 
parents have requested to take them home. We also conduct 
different types of observations, such as timed/long or tracking 
observations to give more of an insight into a child’s behaviour 
and development.  

The children's learning is monitored and sometimes observed 
mainly through photographs and notes, spending time and 
interacting with them. Teachers constantly use their 
professional judgement to decide what a child is achieving and 
what they need to do next. The staff watch the children 
interacting through their play & learning, we model and guide 
to support the children and assess the children using the non 
statutory framework ‘Development Matters 2021’. Observations 
are completed individually and in groups and by all team 
members. We also send home a ‘next steps’ form to parents at 
the end of each term, to detail what the child has been 
enjoying at nursery and what the next steps in their learning. 
The parents are then invited to compete this with examples 
from home and share with the key worker.  

During the first few weeks of the child starting with us, the 
child’s key worker (alongside the parents using the All About 
Me form), will complete a baseline assessment on each child 
to decide which band of ‘Development Matters’ they are 
working within in each area of the curriculum. We then 
continue with these assessments at the end of each term until 
the child goes to school. We record any gaps that children may 
have and monitor who is not making expected progress for 
these specific skills. This allows learning opportunities to be 
designed appropriately and as well as providing a baseline of 
the children’s attainment. This information is closely monitored 
to ensure that all children are making good progress. We 
report these trackers to the LA using their system ‘CASEY’ 
which helps us to conduct cohort analysis of certain 
‘vulnerable’ groups and adjust our provision accordingly. 

Tracking progress termly enables staff to monitor the progress 
the children are making in all areas and check the coverage of 
all areas of the curriculum. In the summer term, the class 
teacher reviews the child’s development and completes a 
detailed assessment to go up to school with, and to send 
home. Judgements are based on observations, evidence in 
books and discussions with all staff involved with the child. We 
also discuss these with the child’s new Primary School teacher. 
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Our Children’s Journey Through Little Legs Montessori  
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL, EMOTIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT (ELG - By the end of 

Reception Year)

HOW WILL WE HELP YOU WORK TOWARDS 
THIS?

BY THE END OF YOUR TIME WITH US WE 
WILL HELP YOU ACHIEVE 

ELG: Self Regulation 
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Show an understanding of their own feelings and 

those of others, and begin to regulate their 
behaviour accordingly;


- Set and work towards simple goals, being able to 
wait for what they want and control their 
immediate impulses when appropriate;


- Give focused attention to what the teacher says, 
responding appropriately even when engaged in 
activity, and show an ability to follow instructions 
involving several ideas or actions. 


ELG: Managing Self  
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Be confident to try new activities and show 

independence, resilience and perseverance in the 
face of challenge;


- Explain the reasons for rules, know right from 
wrong and try to behave accordingly;


- Manage their own basic hygiene and personal 
needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and 
understanding the importance of healthy food 
choices. 


ELG: Building Relationships 
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Work and play cooperatively and take turns with 

others;

- Form positive attachments to adults and 

friendships with peers;

- Show sensitivity to their own and to others needs. 


• Encourage children to express themselves, and 
resolve problems using descriptive vocabulary. 
Positive reinforcement of expected behaviour.


• Daily modelling of school rules. 

• Scaffold and role model social interactions to 

support friendships. 

• Make time to get to know you and your family 

well. Asking parents and children about their 
family history, culture, traditions, celebrations, 
likes, dislikes and anything special they do outside 
of nursery. (All About Me, children’s voice, next 
steps forms, consultations, wow board)


• Teach the language of feelings and emotions to 
support emotional security. Through circle times, 
regular discussion, books, resources and 
modelled behaviour., puppets and songs. 


• Observe and assess children’s interactions and 
social skills. 


• Provide a safe and secure learning environment 
where children feel confident to express 
themselves as individuals, by highlighting and 
celebrating their interests. 


• Encourage listening to peers and adults, and 
ensuring we react in a way that makes them feel 
important.


• Encouraging support, cooperation, sharing and 
kindness to each other. Expressing approval when 
these behaviours are observed. 


• Model practices that support good hygiene. 

• Discuss the importance of healthy eating, and 

engage children in healthy cooking/food tasting 
activities. 


• Be positive role models. 


• Separate from parent/carer comfortably.

• Develop positive relationships with 

adults in the setting.

• Play alongside other children and begin 

to form some close friendships.

• Follow routines, boundaries and 

expectations of the nursery.

• Show understanding of their feelings 

and the feelings of others

• Take turns in activities and usually share 

resources appropriately. 

• Show confidence in themselves and be 

proud of their likes and interests. 

• Show respect for the environment and 

the resources (e.g. helping to tidy away)

• Show kindness to others, and help 

younger children with daily tasks 

• Begin to show knowledge of when they 

feel hungry, and basic hygiene routines 
(e.g. hand washing and potty training).
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HOW WILL WE HELP YOU WORK 
TOWARDS THIS?

• Help children set own goals and achieve them. 

• Help children to scaffold their learning through 

open ended questioning

• Offer support and recognition of children’s 

personal achievements. 

• Allow children the opportunity of free play with 

close friendship groups and other groupings. 

• Provide opportunities for children to tell each other 

about their work, play and home life. 

• Give children strategies to regulate their emotions 

and stay calm when facing frustration (e.g. calm 
down boxes, giving them their own space)


• Learn respect for themselves and for others by 
following the Montessori curriculum with the 
teachers being their guide. Specifically 
Everyday Living Area - Respect for Others: 

• Grace, courtesy and manager

• Using a quiet voice inside

• Listening

• Waiting for a turn

• Walking on the line 

• Sharing with others 

- Respect for Self: 
• Personal care

• Hand washing 

• Dressing frames

• Performing exercise and dance

- Respect of Environment: 
• Cleaning skills

• Washing skills

• Returning equipment to the appropriate place 

• Caring for the outdoor environment 

• Gardening 

• Recycling

• Showing respect and care for the materials and 

resources 

• Completing a cycle of activity. 
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COMMUNICATION AND 
LANGUAGE (ELG - By the end of 

Reception Year)

HOW WILL WE HELP YOU WORK 
TOWARDS THIS?

BY THE END OF YOUR TIME WITH 
US WE WILL HELP YOU ACHIEVE 

ELG: Listening, Attention and 
Understanding 
Children at the expected level of 
development will: 
- Listen attentively and respond to what they 
hear with relevant questions, comments and 
actions when being read to and during 
whole class discussions and small group 
interactions; 
- Make comments about what they have 
heard and ask questions to clarify their 
understanding; 
- Hold conversation when engaged in back-
and-forth exchanges with their teacher and 
peers. 
ELG: Speaking 
Children at the expected level of 
development will: 
- Participate in small group, class and one-
to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, 
using recently introduced vocabulary; 
- Offer explanations for why things might 
happen, making use of recently introduced 
vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems when appropriate. 
Express their ideas and feelings about their 
experiences using full sentences, including 
use of past, present and future tenses and 
making use of conjunctions, with modelling 
and support from their teacher.  

• Read and reread selected texts 

• Model words and phrases 

• Model talk routines 

• Model words and phrases

• Promote active listening skills 

• Ask open questions

• Give children time (at least 10 seconds to 

respond to questions)

• Repeat vocabulary regularly and revisit words.

• Identify and Introduce new vocabulary daily, 

always use proper words for items, and do 
not be afraid to use big words!


• Links listening with learning

• Provide a large selection of objects, photos, 

pictures to talk about 

• Show genuine interest in knowing more 

• Think out loud, ask questions to check your 

understanding; make sure children can 
answer who, where and when questions 
before you move on to why and ‘how do you 
know’ questions 


• Daily story times 

• Book corner to access at all times full of 

different styles (fact, fiction, traditional, 
modern) of books and books related to 
current interests/time of year


• Use complete sentences in your everyday 
talk. Help children build sentences using new 
vocabulary by rephrasing what they say and 
structuring their responses using sentence 
starters 


• Remind of past events

• Narrate your own and children’s actions


• Use a range of age appropriate 
vocabulary 


• Speak in short phrases and simple 
sentences 


• Understand simple instructions (such as, 
put your coat on your peg)


• Focus attention and concentration on an 
activity, story, game or conversation for 
an appropriate period of time. 


• Show progress in holding a pencil using 
the pincer grip


• Enjoy stories, have their favourites and 
understand how to handle books


• Begin to understand the concept of 
written words, and have some 
understanding of letter sounds (e.g M for 
Mummy)


• Share ideas during a circle time session

• Join in with songs and rhymes

• Make predictions in stories, retell/recall 

and answer simple questions 

• Be confident in who you are, and be 

proud of the things you have to say!
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HOW WILL WE HELP YOU WORK 
TOWARDS THIS?

• Make deliberate mistakes to highlight we can 
be wrong!


• Think out loud, support to solve problems, 
use problem solving words and phrases 


• Take on different roles in imaginative play, to 
interact and negotiate with people in longer 
conversations 


• Daily circle times for focused listening and 
speaking activities


• Text rich environment

• Observed interaction between peers

• Scaffolded play and conversation between 

children and adults

• Trained in speech development, to highlight 

any delays as quickly as possible

• Daily song times to develop vocabulary and 

extend learning 

• Use Jolly Phonics programme to teach letter 

sounds

• Use the Montessori resources to help 

teach preschool language skills: 
- Matching games (from concrete to abstract)

- Participation in group discussion, able to 

express ideas, with logic and understanding  

- Provide a range of writing and reading 

practice activities (e.g. books in book corner, 
story times, writing in sand, with water, 
chalkboard)


- Treating children as individuals, listening too 
and valuing what they have to say. 
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT (ELG 
- By the end of Reception Year)

HOW WILL WE HELP YOU WORK 
TOWARDS THIS?

BY THE END OF YOUR TIME WITH 
US WE WILL HELP YOU ACHIEVE 

ELG: Gross Motor Skills 
Children at the expected level of 
development will:

- Negotiate space and obstacles safely, 

with consideration for themselves and 
others


- Demonstrate strength balance and 
coordination when playing 


- Move energetically, such as running, 
jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and 
climbing


ELG Fine Motor Skills: 
Children at the expected level of 
development will:

- Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for 

fluent writing - using the tripod grip in 
almost all cases


- Use a range of small tools, including 
scissors, paint brushes and cutlery


- Begin to show accuracy and care when 
drawing 

GROSS MOTOR SKILLS: 
• Experience of carrying things up and down on 

different levels (slopes, hills and steps)

• Encourage children to be active

• Provide monthly Mini Athletics sessions, with 

a wide variety of physical games and 
activities, involving these that interest the 
children and keep them involved in play. 


• Range of surfaces to feel, move and balance 
on, such as grass, water, sand, mud


• Provide regular access to appropriate 
outdoor space


• Provide a choice of open-ended materials to 
play that allow for extended, repeated and 
regular practising of physical skills like lifting, 
carrying, pushing, pulling, stacking, climbing 


• Provide a wide range of activities to support 
a broad range of abilities 


• Provide regular access to floor space indoors 
for movement 


• Ensure that spaces are accessible to children 
with varying confidence levels, skills and 
needs


• Provide opportunities for children to, spin, 
rock, tilt, fall, slide and bounce


• Allow less competent and confident children 
to spend time initially observing and listening, 
without feeling pressured to join in physical 
activities. 


• Model precise vocabulary to describe 
movement and directionality, and encourage 
children to use it 


• Challenge children with further physical 
challenges when they are ready, such as 
climbing higher, running faster and jumping 
further 

• Putting on and taking off coats and 
shoes independently 


• Use the toilet and wash hands 
independently (if appropriate), 
understanding the importance of 
good hand hygiene


• Use and range of tools independently 
and comfortably


• Complete most of the early years 
Montessori Practical Life activities, 
such as pouring, using tools, 
tweezers, tongs, dressing frames, 
pegs, scissors etc. 


• Negotiate space and obstacles, 
showing good coordination 


• Use a variety of ride on toys

• Use a variety of climbing equipment

• Engage in whole body physical 

activities and play, such as ball 
games, lifting, pulling, pushing and 
building 


• Show good progression in using a 
pencil


• Show understanding around healthy 
eating and good hygiene
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HOW WILL WE HELP YOU WORK 
TOWARDS THIS?

• Provide areas for sitting at a table that are 
quiet, purposeful and free of distraction.


• Provide children with regular opportunities to 
practise their movement skills alone and with 
others 


• Provide a range of wheeled resources for 
children to balance, sit or ride on, or pull and 
push 


• Provide opportunities to move that require 
quick changes of speed and direction


• Create obstacle courses that demand a range 
of movements to complete


• Provide a range of balls, bats & model games

• Encourage precision and accuracy when 

beginning and ending movements. 

• Encourage children to use a range of 

equipment. These might include wheeled 
toys, wheelbarrows, tunnels, tyres, structures 
to jump on/off, den-making materials, logs 
and planks to balance on, A-frames and 
ladders, climbing walls, slides, parachute 
games


• Have access to our own outdoor area all year 
round


• Make use of nearby natural areas, such as 
Anglesey Abbey, Playing Field and 
Playground, to explore and use for Forest 
School style sessions


• Practice mindfulness, such as yoga and 
dancing with the children at circle times. 


FINE MOTOR SKILLS: 
• Before using the correct pencil grip and 

posture for writing, using scissors etc we 
need to ensure they have the correct gross 
motor skills. 
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HOW WILL WE HELP YOU WORK 
TOWARDS THIS?

• Help children to develop the core strength 
and stability, upper arm strength and wrist 
strength they need to support their fine 
motor skills.


• Offer children activities to develop and 
further refine their small motor skills. 
Suggestions: threading and sewing, 
woodwork, using tweezers, pegs, peg 
puzzles, threading, pipettes, tongs, pouring, 
stirring, dancing with scarves, using spray 
bottles, dressing and undressing dolls, 
planting and caring for plants, playing with 
small world toys, making models with junk 
materials, construction kits and malleable 
materials like play dough,


• Regularly review the equipment for children 
to develop their small motor skills to ensure 
it remains challenging and appropriate


• Continuously give encouragement to 
children holding pencils for writing, scissors 
and knives and forks, with regular practice.


• Encourage children to draw freely.

• Encourage child led art activities, using a 

range of materials and tools. Process over 
product.  

• Model correct letter formation. 

• Provide left and right handed scissors, 

different sized pencils, crayons, chalks and 
pens. 


• Use sensory resources for mark making such 
as shaving foam, sand, play dough, paint, 
loose parts, slime, mud. 
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LITERACY DEVELOPMENT (ELG 
- By the end of Reception Year)

HOW WILL WE HELP YOU WORK 
TOWARDS THIS?

BY THE END OF YOUR TIME WITH 
US WE WILL HELP YOU ACHIEVE 

ELG: Writing  
Children at the expected level of development 
will: 
- Write recognisable letters, most of which are 

correctly formed 
- Spell words by identifying sounds in them 

and representing the sounds with a letter or 
letters 

- Write simple phrases and sentences than 
can be read to others 

ELG: Comprehension 
Children at the expected level of development 
will: 
- Demonstrate understanding of what has 

been read to thereby retelling stories and 
narratives using their own words and recently 
introduced vocabulary 

- Anticipate, where appropriate, key events in 
stories 

- Use and understand recently introduced 
vocabulary, during discussions about stories, 
non-fictions, rhymes/poems and during role 
play  

ELG: Word Reading  
Children at the expected level of development 
will: 
- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet 

and at least 10 digraphs 
- Read words consistent with their phonic 

knowledge by sound blending  
- Read aloud simple sentences and books that 

are consistent with their phonic knowledge, 
including some common exception words

• Value all wiring levels and abilities (from 
simple mark making to forming letters), they 
are all equally important in the progression of 
writing 


• Ensure children have the gross motor skill 
development to be able to hold a pencil 
comfortably 


• Provide extensive fine motor skill activities to 
help children practice their pincer grip (e.g. 
knobbed cylinders, peg puzzles, practical life 
activities - see above)


• Provide resources to help children in writing 
their name


• Start to use the Jolly Phonics programme to 
introduce children to the letter sounds, using 
the songs and actions


• Use songs, rhymes and story times to 
introduce new vocabulary, and instil a love of 
reading and singing


• Provide a variety of writing tools, and 
surfaces to mark make throughout the 
classroom, inside and outside


• Provide a text rich environment

• Model writing to children during play (e.g. 

using clipboards in role play), and provide 
meaningful reasons to write and mark make, 
following the children’s interests. 


• Lots of opportunities to speak out loud, 
express thoughts, opinions and interests


• Retell stories in group times, try and think of 
how stories might end.


• Write our own stories (teacher scribing, using 
the children’s ideas to produce a story with a 
beginning, middle and end


• Listen for and identify sounds in the 
environment and in words (e.g. B for 
Ball)


• Enjoy stories and talk about 
significant events and characters


• Show an interest in making marks 
and giving meaning to their marks


• Show ability in using a variety of 
tools and start to hold a pencil 
comfortably


• Show a love for books, story telling, 
and introducing a narrative into their 
play
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HOW WILL WE HELP YOU WORK 
TOWARDS THIS?

• Choose books which reflect diversity, and 
represent a wide variety of cultures, 
traditional and modern tales, fiction and non-
fiction


• Draw children’s attention to a wide range of 
examples of print with different functions 


• Daily shared and modelled reading 

• Daily singing of nursery rhymes to practice 

sounds

• Share books from home

• Child accessible reading area, with books 

that will interest them

• Comprehension observed during play 

• Use specific Montessori resources to aid 

Literacy:  
- Matching activities (concrete to abstract)

- Sandpaper numbers (tracing, rubbing, 

learning letter sounds, and matching to 
objects/pictures)


- Large moveable alphabet to start to build 
CVC words and find initial sound in words


- Insets for design (first step in handwriting 
and pencil control)
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MATHEMATICS DEVELOPMENT 
(ELG - By the end of Reception 

Year)

HOW WILL WE HELP YOU WORK 
TOWARDS THIS?

BY THE END OF YOUR TIME WITH 
US WE WILL HELP YOU ACHIEVE 

ELG: Number 
Children at the expected level of 
development will: 
- Have a deep understanding of numbers 

to 10, including the composition of each 
number 

- Subitise (recognise quantities without 
counting) up to 5 

- Automatically recall (without reference to 
rhymes, counting or other aids) number 
bonds up to 5 (including subtraction 
facts), and some number bonds to 10, 
including double facts 

ELG: Numerical Patterns 
Children at the expected level of 
development will: 
- Verbally count beyond 20, recognising 

the pattern of the coating system 
- Compare quantities up to 10 in different 

contexts, recognising when one quantity 
is greater than, less than, or the same as 
the other quantity 

- Explore and represent patterns within 
numbers up to 10, including evens and 
odds, double facts and how quantities 
can be distributed equally

• Observations of children’s mathematical 
thinking in the provision during play


• Daily maths songs and number rhymes

• Introduce mathematical to children during 

play, that interests them (e.g. more than, 
equal too)


• Exploring quantity, measuring and volume 
during play (e.g. water play, weighing scales 
in role play)


• Spontaneous counting during everyday play 
with children


• Planned mathematical activities which link to 
children’s interests and extend vocabulary 


• Mathematical challenges in continuous 
provision


• High quality story books which talk about 
number patterns, counting etc (e.g. 
Mathazone books)


• Provide good quality construction, pattern, 
shape, colour building/counting sets. 


• Wide selection of maths resoruces in Maths 
area of classroom, throughout and outside 


• Number board games and jigsaws

• Circle time games using positional language 

(e.g. put the teddy on the chair, under the 
chair etc)


• Show a variety of patterns in the setting, 
including from different cultures


• Use specific Montessori resources to help 
children develop mathematical skills: 

- Number rods to show size (match to number 
cards)


- Cards and counters

- Sandpaper numbers (learning number 

names, match to right number of objects)

• Begin to recognise the features of 
some simple 2D shapes and name 
them 


• Begin to count from 1-10 using 
memory, as well as repetition 


• Use some positional language 
appropriately such as ‘under’ and 
‘behind’


• Begin to recognise some numerals, 
be able to name them and show an 
understanding of quantity 


• Make comparisons of size/length/
volume/weight  (e.g. bigger, smaller, 
longer, heavier)


• Use their own creativity to make 
patterns and structures 
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HOW WILL WE HELP YOU WORK 
TOWARDS THIS?

- Spindle box (understanding quantity and 
numbers)


- Memory matching games 

- Begin to use short bead stair to do simple 

number sums 

- Fraction blocks 

- Introducing currency into play

- Discussions on time using simple clock 

puzzles and activities 

- Geometric solids (to explore 3D shapes and 

their differences)

- Geometric tray and cabinet (to explore 2D 

shapes and their differences)

- Colour Boxes 1-3 (to learn colour names and 

match different shades)

- Pink tower and Broad Stair (building from 

biggest to smallest in a variety of ways)

- Tangrams to explore shape and pattern

- Knobbed and knobless cylinders to explore 

volume, length and size 

- Binomial cube (shape/colour puzzle)

- Mystery bags to explore shapes structure 

and uses senses 

- Use whole body to explore shape, size and 

movement 
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UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD 
(ELG - End of Reception Year)

HOW WILL WE HELP YOU WORK 
TOWARDS THIS?

BY THE END OF YOUR TIME WITH 
US WE WILL HELP YOU ACHIEVE 

ELG: Past and Present  
Children at the expected level of 
development will: 
- talk about the lives of the people around 

them and their roles in society 
- Know some similarities and differences 

between things in the past and now, 
drawing on their own experiences and 
what has been read in class 

- Understand the past through settings, 
characters and events encountered in 
books read in class and storytelling  

 
ELG: The Natural World  
Children at the expected level of 
development will: 
- Explore the natural world around them, 

making observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and plants 

- Know some similarities and differences 
between the natural world around them 
and contrasting environments, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been 
read in class  

- Understand some important processes 
and changes in the natural world around 
them, including the seasons and 
changing states of matter. 

• We follow the children’s interests, and ensure 
we incorporate activities to cover this area


• We provide a variety of real life objects and 
photographs from all around the world for 
children to experience and explore in their 
play


• Where possible we go for visits around the 
local community and welcome visitors from 
community members, such as firefighters


• We offer a wide range of books which depicts 
a wide variety of cultures and religions


• We ensure resources reflect the diversity of 
life in Great Britain 


• We ask open ended questions to talk about 
differences and similarities between people, 
places, communities and animals


• We celebrate and value cultural, religious and 
community events and involve ourselves in 
these, such as Diwali, World Book Day, 
Remembrance Day, Easter, independence 
Day etc. 


• We provide plenty of opportunities to explore 
our natural world, through planting/gardening, 
forest school sessions and nature walks


• Provide resources that explore space, the 
world, continents and maps


• Explore technology - different resources with 
buttons, beebots, remote controls, simple 
games on an iPad 


• Use specific Montessori Cultural 
resources to help children develop 
understanding of the world: 

- Child’s timeline

- Celebration of birthdays

- Measurements of time, learning days, weeks, 

months and seasons 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the 
world around them, including seasonal 
change and growth of plants/animals/
humans


• Talk about themselves and their family/
community and special events in their 
own life, in play and in conversation. In 
the past and present


• Show enjoyment in exploring their natural 
environment


• Show understanding of some animals and 
their features 


• Show some understanding of the wider 
world, and the similarities and differences 
of other cultures, and how this is 
something to celebrate (see Equalities 
Pledge)
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UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD 
(ELG - End of Reception Year)

HOW WILL WE HELP YOU WORK 
TOWARDS THIS?

ELG: People, Culture and Communities 
Children at the expected level of 
development will: 
- Describe their immediate environment 

using knowledge from observation, 
discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and 
maps 

- Know some similarities and differences 
between religious and cultural 
communities in this country, drawing on 
their experiences and what has been 
read in class  

- Explain some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in 
other countries, drawing on knowledge 
from stories, non-fiction texts and, when 
appropriate, maps

- Living and Non Living matching cards

- Botany puzzles to help distinguish parts of 

plants and animals Group animals by habitat, 
characteristics, understand what they need 
to live


- Care for environment, care for plants and 
animals of the world 


- Explore dinosaurs and start to learn their 
similarities and differences 


- Continent globe, continent map, animals of 
the world


- Land, Air and Water activity

- Life cycles 

- Simple experiments to explore magnetism, 

light, sound, reactions, sink/float etc

- Solar system resources to explore planets 

and their names 

- Rocks, minerals and shells 

- Oral hygiene activities 

- Activities to explore healthy and unhealthy 

foods, allowing children to make good food 
choices


- Recycling - how to care for our wider 
environment 


- Introduce simple biology, and the human 
body


- Explore technology - different resources with 
buttons, beebots, remote controls, simple 
games on an iPad 


- Forest school activities to learn about forces 
in nature, weather and seasonal change 
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EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND 
DESIGN (ELG - End of Reception 

Year)

HOW WILL WE HELP YOU WORK 
TOWARDS THIS?

BY THE END OF YOUR TIME WITH 
US WE WILL HELP YOU ACHIEVE 

ELG: Creating with Materials 
Children at the expected level of 
development will: 
- Safely use and explore a variety of 

materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, 
texture, form and function 

- Share their creations, explaining the 
process they have used 

- Make use of props and materials when 
role playing characters in narrative and 
stories  

ELG: Being Imaginative and Expressive 
Children at the expected level of 
development will: 
- Invent, adapt and recount narratives and 

stories with peers and their teacher 
- Sing a range of well known nursery 

rhymes and songs 
- Perform songs, rhymes, poems and 

stories with other and when appropriate, 
try to move in time with music  

• Provide a wide variety of art and craft 
supplies for children to independently explore 
and choose ways of using to express 
themselves, keeping this ell stocked and 
varied


• Focus on process over product 

• Enable children opportunities to colour mix 

and explore the properties of colour in paint 
and other media


• Look at artists work with children, and 
discuss their techniques, try to recreate these 
with the children 


• Provide opportunities for children to work on 
art projects together, and share ideas


• Provide a range of materials to construct 
with, and think about/discuss what they want 
to make and how to put it together, alongside 
different adhesives to explore (tape, glue etc)


• Provide a variety of tools to use, to help teach 
care and precision (e.g. scissors, stamps, 
punches)


• Encourage children to problem solve, and 
work out ways to make things independently 
with help if needed, discussing how to 
achieve their aims


• Encourage children to notice art, patterns, 
colours, shapes, textures, smells and beauty 
in the natural environment, discuss what they 
can see and how we could use items for our 
own art ideas


• Give children an insight into new musical 
worlds. Introduce them to different kinds of 
music from all around the world, including 
traditional and modern, use in background 
during play and in circle times/dancing 
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HOW WILL WE HELP YOU WORK 
TOWARDS THIS?

BY THE END OF YOUR TIME WITH 
US WE WILL HELP YOU ACHIEVE 

• Give children opportunities to make their own 
music with instruments


• Discuss music with children, what they can 
hear, can they name any instruments, does 
the music change, is it fast or slow etc


• Provide costumes and materials for children 
to dress up and incorporate this into their role 
play 


• Daily song times, giving children an 
opportunity to sing on their own as their 
confidence grows. Introducing new songs 
that interest them or are linked to the time of 
year


• Provide a wide range of props, including 
loose parts and open ended resources for 
children to use in their pretend play and role 
play


• Play circle times which help children to learn 
about beats, whilst dancing, playing 
instruments and singing 


• Play movement and listening games 

• Encourage children to replicate choreography 

and actions in songs, and to make up their 
own (T3 sessions with Sinead)


• Take part in whole school productions, such 
as Christmas show and End of Term Party 


• Develop drawing skills and self portrait skills 

• Use colour and pattern to express their mood

• Performs a song/lines/poem or dance in front 

of an audience or small group 

• The toddler is able to use various materials to 

express creativity and to enhance fine motor 
skills. Language skills are further reinforced 
through the child’s description of the art and 
its personal meaning. Social skills particular 
to gift-giving are introduced and coordinated 
with traditional holidays.

• Explore and express their ideas in a 
variety of ways, through 


- Music 

- Dance 

- Drawing

- Paining

- Making Models

- Construction

- Using various media and materials to 

create 

- Role play 

- Pretend play 

- Storytelling

- Singing

- Musical instruments

- Imaginative play

- Outdoor play and exploration

- Small world play 


• Engage in imaginative play with their 
peers and teachers based on their 
knowledge and experiences 
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